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Thanksgiving 
by Aaron Baldwin

Thank you. 
Gracias. Merci. 
Xie Xie. In 
Kenya we could 
say asante. We 
teach our 
children to use 
these words 
when someone 
gives them a gift 
or helps them in 
some way. We 
often scold 
them when we 
do not hear 
them use these two words. It is considered rude not to say thank 
you when someone holds the door open for you or brings you 
your food at the restaurant. We have a whole holiday that is 
dedicated to to giving thanks. Thanksgiving day has become a day 
for family, food and football. People all across the country, gather 
together on Thanksgiving Day to celebrate the traditions that we 
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November Events 

Nov. 4- Secret Sister Lunch 

Nov. 11- Book Signing for 
	 Aaron Baldwin 
	 1-4p.m. 

Nov. 12- Operation Christmas    
	 Child Boxes Due 
December Events 

Dec. 10- Christmas Play 
	 6:00 pm 

Dec. 24- Christmas Eve Day 
	 11:00 am Service  

Submissions 

Do you have a poem or 
inspirational story you would 
like to share? 

Send your submission to: 
theraftrolcc@gmail.com 

Or see Bro. Aaron Baldwin and 
you may see your work in a 
future issue of the newsletter.
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have created over the course of the nearly four hundred years 
since the first Thanksgiving dinner was served.

During this time of the year it is easy to be thankful. It goes 
without saying but I will say it anyway. If more people were truly 
grateful all year round perhaps the world would be a better place. 
In November, pastors everywhere remind their people that 
Christians in particular should be thankful at all times. The bible 
tells us the will of God for us is to give thanks in everything (1 
Thessalonians 5:18). Paul doesn’t tell us to thank God only when 
things are good, as people tend to do. He says “in everything give 
thanks.” 

Why should we give thanks for all things? Romans 8:28 “And we 
know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are called according to his purpose.” God is on 
our side. 

Right now if your life is good, bad or just down right ugly, give 
God thanks. Give Him thanks because He is God. Give Him 
thanks because he is working all things for your good. Give Him 
thanks because He is good and His mercy endures forever.
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Ministry Spotlight  

 Samaritan's Purse is a 
nondenominational evangelical 
Christian organization that provides 
aid to hurting people around the 
world. Samaritan’s Purse has helped 
meet the needs of victims of war, 
poverty, natural disasters and 
famine.

Founder Bob Pierce traveled 
throughout Asia as an evangelist and 
journalist with Youth For Christ. 
While in China, he came to know 
some women who gave up 
everything to live among lepers and 
orphans to share the love of Jesus 
Christ. Through their selfless love, 
God gave Pierce a vision for 
ministry. In 1970 he created 
Samaritan’s Purse.

In the summer of 1973, Bob 
Pierce met Franklin Graham, a 
young man with a growing heart for 
world missions. In 1975, Franklin 
joined Bob on a tour of some of the 
world's neediest mission fields. God 
had captured his heart for missions.
 Franklin Graham became the 
President and Chairman of the 
Board of Samaritan's Purse after 
Pierce’s death in 1978. Through over 
30 years of earthquakes, hurricanes, 
wars, and famine, Franklin has led 
the ministry in following the 
Biblical example of the Good 
Samaritan all across the globe.

The ministry’s name comes from 
Luke 10, the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. No matter where they go 
the most important thing they give 
is the hope of Christ.
“Let my heart be broken with the 
things that break the heart of God.”
Bob Pierce


