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Taking God’s Risk 
by Aaron Baldwin

   Have you ever had a dream? I’m talking about a big dream 
that would require a great amount of risk and faith involved for 
it to come about. I believe in most cases this dream is sent from 
God. Often we thing of these dreams as callings. 
   Psalms 37:4 reads “Delight thyself also in the Lord: and he 
shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” I believe this verse is 
referring to the dreams and goals we have. I also believe those 
desires are the dreams or callings that God gives to us. 
   Have you ever wanted to be a missionary, write a book or 
plant a church? These are all dreams I believe that God calls us 
to and when we follow Him he makes those dreams come true. 
I am not saying things happen overnight but there are things we 
have to do as well. For more than twenty years I have aspired 
to be a full time author but I am not there yet. God requires 
three things from us before he grants those desires. 
Faithfulness, effort and faith. 
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Upcoming Events 

September
Sept 2, Sat.
Secret Sister Garage Sale
Sept 3, Sun. 
Church Picnic
Sept 15-16, Fri.
Ladies Beth Moore Retreat

Write for The Raft 

Upcoming Themes for The 
Raft.

Oct- Fear

Nov- Thanksgiving

Write your inspiration story, 
poetry or article and give it to 
Bro. Aaron Baldwin.  Or send 
it to theraftrolcc@gmail.com. 
You may see your piece in the 
newsletter.

All submissions will be edited 
for content and space.
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   A lot can be said about faithfulness so I will save that for 
another time. Effort is a no brainer. I’ll take myself as an 
example. God has given me ideas for many stories and books. I 
won’t be the author He wants me to be if I don’t take the time 
to write the stories. 
   Finally there is faith. We look at Abraham as a man full of 
faith. He left his home to go to a place he had never seen 
before. He nearly sacrificed his only child. He let his nephew 
take the more fertile looking land. Abraham is applauded for 
his faith. Abraham took a risk. He took a chance and God 
blessed him. What holds us back from achieving our dreams? 
   First, we often want to see the whole route. God usually only 
shows us the next step. If we saw the whole journey it would 
not require faith. More importantly we may give up if we see 
how hard the road ahead would actually be. 
   Second, we often feel more like Gideon than Abraham. 
Gideon felt unqualified to lead Israel in battle. Especially when 
God whittled his army to 300 men. We will often say that we 
will wait until we feel qualified to be the missionary God 
wants. The reality is God gives us the education and qualities 
we need just by living a Christian life. 
   Finally, we sometimes refuse to take the required risk 
because of what other people may say. Abraham for all of his 
faith failed to declare Sarah was his wife and said she was his 
sister because he was afraid men would kill him for her. Also I 
kind of wish the bible showed the conversation between 
Abraham and his father after God told him to leave his family 
for a place they had never seen before. It probably sounded a 
lot like a child telling his parents he was moving to L.A. to be 
an actor. 
   Life is full of taking chances. Frank Drebin tells us, “You 
take a chance getting up in the morning, crossing the street, or 
sticking your face in a fan.” I say take chance or risks of life 
with God on your side. Although it probably would still not be 
a good idea to stick your face in the fan. 
   I will leave you with this thought. An evangelist I know once 
said that faith is not a blind leap in the dark, it is a blind leap 
into the light. Whatever risk you are facing. Wherever God is 
calling you to. Take that leap of faith into to the light. If God 
called you to it, He will make it happen. Just like he did for 
Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David, Peter and the list goes on. 
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River of Life Softball 

  by Charley Jacobs

The 2017 River of Life summer 
softball season has come to a 
close. Another summer fun and 
fellowship has ended but unlike 
in years past the year isn’t over 
just yet.

The end of the team’s year is 
often signaled by going out in 
the 2nd game of the annual Inter-
Lakes Christian Softball League 
tournament. This year is 
different our River of Life 
softball team along with 3 other 
church teams are now taking 
part in a Fall Season at 
Clintonwood Park in Clarkston 
on Thursday Night. It’s a 
doubleheader league with the 
first game starting at 7pm. 
Download the church’s app for 
game reminders.

The River of Life softball team 
has been playing together since 
2009. This year we are excited to 
have  been blessed to add on two 
players in Nate Mark and Ryan 
Beets.

For more information about 
becoming a part of this exciting 
program, see Scott Green or 
Pastor Larry.


